
The Acorn
Christmas Morning 

Online Service

Campus will be closed 
on Christmas Day, but 

you can still enjoy a 
service virtually. Look 
for the special Zoom 

link in next week’s 
Acorn. Same 10:00 a.m. 

time, but from the 
comfort of your own 

home. Join with other 
congregations in our 

coastal cluster to 
acknowledge the 

spiritual significance of 
this day. If you wish, 

have a chalice, candle,  
and a  cup of something 

warm and delicious 
nearby. Christmas 
morning pajamas 

welcome! 

Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Congregation

This Week at Live Oak

Sunday December 18
10:00 AM  Worship Service 
(H = hybrid)
3:00 PM Adama Dance  (FH 
= Fellowship Hall)

Monday December 19
9:00 AM  Yoga (V= virtual)
11:00 AM Website 
Committee  (C = Cottage)
1:30 PM Covenant Group  
3rd Monday (FH)
6:00PM Board Meeting (V)

Tuesday December 20
9:00 AM  Yoga  (V)
7:00 PM  Sangha  (V)
 
Wednesday December 21
9:00 AM  Yoga  (V)
9:00 AM Acorn deadline!

Thursday December  22
9:00 AM Yoga (V)

Friday  December 23
9:00 AM  Yoga (V)
10:30 AM  Hookers &
Needlers (V)

Saturday December 24
10:00 AM Live Oak Choir 
(S = Sanctuary)
11:00 AM Tech Rehearsal 
(H)
12:00 PM Amy Hagan 
Recital (FH)
5:00 PM Christmas Eve
Service (S)

December 16, 2022

This Sunday, December 18th
Angels in Our Midst 

Rev. Anne Hines

“Angels we have heard on high,” we sing 
with gusto — or hear sung — during this 

holiday season. But of course, we UUs don’t 
believe in angels, do we? Or is it that we just 
don’t recognize them? What might an angel 

look like? What might it have to say to us?

Artist: John Nolan

Christmas-Day 
service comes to 
you by ZOOM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09


Sunday Worship ~ Order of Service

Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Goleta
December 18, 2022

Angels in Our Midst ~ Rev. Anne Felton Hines
John Douglas, Music Director; Nansie Douglas, soloist; Live Oak UU Choir;

A/V: Michael Wittman; Tech support:  S. Krystal McCauley;  Pastoral Care: Laurette Valentine
Zoom link | Meeting ID: 991 200 709  

Music for Gathering                                                John E. Douglas 
 
Prelude ~ Angel                      Nansie Douglas
Words & Music by Sarah McLachlan
 
Welcome Song ~ Love will Guide Us ~ #131
Words by Sally Rogers & Music: Traditional
 
Welcome                                          Jeanne Northsinger
Worship Associate             
Chalice Lighting 

Call to Worship Rev. Anne

Opening Song  ~ O Come, O Come Emmanuel ~ #225
Words: 9th century Latin, John Mason Neale; music: adaptation: Thomas 
Helmore; reharmonization: John Douglas 

Food Collection

Message for All Ages Steven Lovelace

Sharing in Stewardship Jeanne Northsinger
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https://zoom.us/j/991200709


Order of Service (continued) ~ Dec. 18, 2022

Sharing of Joys and Sorrows (candles, stones)

Responsive Reading ~ “The Moment of Magic” by Victoria Stafford Rev. Anne 

Silent Meditation

Musical Response ~ A Child is Born Live Oak Choir
Music: Thad Jones; words: Alec Wilder; choir arrangement: John Douglas

Sermon ~ Angels in Our Midst Rev. Anne

Closing Song ~ Angels We Have Heard on High ~ #231
Words: Earl Marlatt; music: traditional French carol 

Benediction/ Chalice Extinguishing

Postlude ~ Angel of the Morning Nansie Douglas
Words &  music: Chip Taylor

Please take a 5-minute break and join us for Social Hour, 
both live and virtual.
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Jose Trujillo, artistKristina Valic, artist



Upcoming Services

December 24 ~ Saturday, 5:00 PM ~ Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Join us as we celebrate the season with our traditional service of joyous 
music, stories, and families. 

December 25 ~ Sunday, 10:00 AM ~ Christmas Day Cluster Celebration 
Christmas morning there will not be a service at Live Oak, but we will be joining online 
with other congregations in our cluster for a Christmas-day service. Look for the special 
Zoom link in next week’s Acorn.

January 1 ~ Sunday, 10:00 AM ~ Turning of the Year, Stone Communion 
In recognition of the New Year, we seek to lighten our load by setting aside those things we 
no longer need, and embracing that which we wish to treasure. Bring a small stone to help 
build our altar. 

- Submitted by Drew Carter
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Event Promotion Committee
One of the ways that Live Oak earns income is by renting out space on our campus to 
organizations and individuals for a variety of activities - including music lessons, concerts, dance 
groups, yoga, weddings, and organizational meetings. This is a great way to share our beautiful 
campus with our community while financially supporting Live Oak. However, folks can't rent our 
campus if they don't know what it has to offer. Kendra Wise is organizing a team that will 
promote Live Oak as a place for events, and is looking for a couple of other people who are 
interested in joining her. Do you have ideas about how we can get the word out to the community 
about Live Oak? We will be engaging in traditional advertising (print and online), social media 
marketing (hashtags wizards needed), photography (to showcase our gorgeous space), 
community collaborations (targeted outreach), word-of-mouth promotion, branding, and 
customer service / sales (responding to queries, offering tours, helping people meet their needs) -  
along with whatever else we need to do to help position Live Oak as a wonderful and inclusive 
space for memorable events.  Take part in this exciting, fun, challenging opportunity to 
jump-start a critical aspect of Live Oak's business operations and learn in the process. If you are 
interested (or even just curious), contact me: kendrawise@gmail.com 805.448.4321 (call or text). 
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Site Event Monitors Needed
Speaking of rentals… 
Live Oak rents out its space to community groups 
and individuals for events ranging from music 
lessons to weddings. We are seeking site monitors 
for events to make sure that our renters are 
supported and the campus is maintained in 
beautiful condition. We’ll train you and pay you for 
your time. Contact Steven Lovelace or Melanie 
Jacobson if  you are interested in this opportunity to 
serve Live Oak. administrator@liveoakgoleta.org
805.967.7867 

              Live Oak Choir sings.  .       
   John Douglas, director . 

mailto:kendrawise@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@liveoakgoleta.org
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Mayo Clinic Holiday Health Message 

You have seen photos from our history in the weekly Acorn for the last several months. That will 
cease. Instead I will display a photo album every Sunday of the month after service. Each month 
you will be able to see a new one. We have a total of 13 stored in the Cottage bookshelves. Come 
take a walk down memory lane.                                                                                    -  Submitted by Wilma Seelye

Message from the Pastoral Care Ministry

Click HERE for another worthwhile informational podcast from Dr. Poland of the Mayo Clinic 
about RSV, influenza and Covid recorded Nov. 28. Wishing you good health this winter season. 

Live Oak Photo Albums

The Pastoral Care Committee would like to remind the congregation that the Memorial Book 
which includes write ups and photos of many Congregants/Members who have passed on is 
located in the Cottage on a music stand in the left corner near front doors. We realized that there 
are some commemorative stones in our Memorial Garden with no corresponding tribute page in 
our Memorial Book.  If anyone would like to add a page to the Book in memory of a family 
member or friend who participated in Live Oak, please contact Wilma Seelye to get information 
about how to do so. The book helps to keep alive our collective memories of our friends and loved 
ones.                                                                                                                                     - Submitted by Cecilia Ramirez

Photo Gallery

In addition to being 
volunteer extraordinaire, 
our warm, unflappable 
pulpit associate, Kendra 
Wise, guides us during 
Sunday service. Kudos also 
to Marie Arnold, Michael 
Wittman, Hal Hill, Jeanne 
Northsinger, and Curt 
Nehring for decking the 
Sanctuary with holiday 
cheer. 

https://youtu.be/PktfHjA9AFc


A Note from Your Board of  Trustees

Mediation Update 
The Board would like to express our heartfelt thanks for the congregation's patience, 
compassion and support as we searched for a mediator for Live Oak. We are pleased to 
announce that we have selected Lizzie Rodriguez as our mediator. Lizzie uses a restorative 
practices approach to help individuals and organizations reconcile and move forward 
together. She will meet with the Board before the holidays, and we will start mediation 
sessions with her as a congregation in January. We are still working out the details of the 
specific mediation and reconciliation process we will use at Live Oak, and will share as soon 
as we have more information. In the meantime, you may be interested in visiting Lizzie's 
business website, Restorative Community Santa Barbara. We are grateful, hopeful, and 
eager to work with Lizzie to resolve our current challenges and build skills that will serve our 
congregation - and ourselves - well for years to come. 
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Board Meets Twice a Month
 

The Board continues to meet twice a month so that it can 
respond to the Congregation’s needs in a timely manner. 
Members are welcome to attend as observers, either in-person or 
on Zoom. Please contact Kendra Wise if you would like the Zoom 
link to observe the Board meeting. 

http://www.rcnsb.org/home.html


Social Action for Justice ~ Upcoming Activities
1. Jan 13-14, 2023 – BIPOC Reading Festival, 

2. Jan 25,2023 – Help our neighbors who are experiencing 
homelessness by assisting with the Point in Time National Count. 
Lots of Volunteers are needed. Please check in for times for virtual 
training between Jan. 16-20, and bring a friend.

-Submitted by Jan Ross
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Christmas Eve ~ Minister’s Discretionary Fund
A Note from the Pastoral Care Ministry: Christmas Eve service donations go to the 
Minister’s Discretionary Fund. The fund is used to help congregants, at the minister’s discretion. 

- Submitted by Laurette Valentine

DEER FRIENDS! Polish your hooves! Drape your antlers with mistletoe! Get new batteries for 
your bright and shiny noses! Carolyn & Curt are planning a HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE for Sunday, 
December 18. Mosey over to the Encina Royale Clubhouse, 250 Moreton Bay Lane, Goleta anytime 
from 4 - 8 PM. We'll have plenty of snacky fodder to enjoy with Curt’s famous eggnog. Carolyn 
650-400-4646 Curt 650-400-9837. Directions: From Encina Road, enter the complex at the main 
entrance, with a stop sign, tall palm trees and a guard shack. The parking lot is small, so you may 
need to park on the street. Enter through the side door, by the arbor. 

-Submitted by Carolyn Chaney and Curt Nehring

Holiday Open House Invitation

A Plea from the Membership Ministry
We are  in search of a few Smiling Faces to join our Team of Greeters on Sunday Morning. Here is 
your opportunity to Meet, Greet and Welcome old and new Members, Friends and Guests as they 
join us for the morning service. For more details, see Carolyn Chaney, Gail Boehme or Pat 
Johnson. To sign up, email Barbara Kuhn at painter72@hotmail.com for help in signing up online. 
Current sign ups are for January and February. Start the New Year right!         - Submitted by Gail Boehme

https://fundforsantabarbara.org/event/bipoc-reading-festival/
mailto:painter72@hotmail.com


From Our Earth-Based Ministry
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Live Oak Wish List ~ Help If  You Can…
Dear Live Oak,

So you know: recently - the week after Thanksgiving - the large, powerful space heater in my 
office has disappeared. It is a very nice space heater and on these 50-something-degree days, I am 
missing it. When I went into other spaces to look for one of our other space heaters, and guess what? 
There are none on this campus. And it's cold. 

Are these two things related? I can't honestly say because I didn't check rooms for heaters until 
the office heater disappeared, so I don't know when heaters left the building. But I will say this, I also 
do not see  fans, unless they are tall and on a pedestal. Hmmm... I can imagine someone borrowing 
things when the pandemic shut us down with the intention of returning them when we reopened. 
But at this time, there are no heaters and few fans at LOUUC.

We need: working space heaters and working space fans. Live Oak could also use a working 
laptop for the office, preferably with the Office Suite already loaded onto the laptop.  If you are 
reading this and have something on this list, we can get you receipt for your taxes for any of these 
items. Thank you in advance.     
- Submitted by Steven Lovelace

Happy Winter Solstice ~ December 21st! The 
wheel of the year turns, and darkness once again 
reigns in the fullness of night. We pause in the 
stillness, then celebrate and welcome the return of 
the light. May you find heart and meaning during 
these short days and long nights.Live Oak UU 
Congregation’s Earth-Based Ministry sends an 
informational and inspirational message on 
Solstices, Equinoxes and the cross-quarters. If you 
would like to be added to the list to receive these 
emails, please email jnorthsinger@gmail.com.

Photo of our beautiful Priscilla 
Marchus (can you find her?) 
performing with the Treble 
Clef women’s ensemble at their 
holiday concert.



Our December Birthdays

Gail Hubbel ~ 12/9 

Paul Mocker ~ 12/19

Aletha Solter ~ 12/21 

Clacey Kahn ~ 12/23

Craig Garvin ~ 12/31

Frank Thompson ~ 12/31
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Staff, Office Hours, & Contact Information
Live Oak Unitarian-Universalist Congregation 

820 N. Fairview Ave. Goleta CA 93117 
www.liveoakgoleta.org 

805.967.7867

Co-Ministers:
Rev. Carolyn Price ~ revclouuc@gmail.com 
Rev. Anne Hines ~ irrevranne@gmail.com 

Administrative Coordinators:
Steven Lovelace (through December 2022) 
Melanie Jacobson (starting January 2023)
administrator@liveoakgoleta.org 
Office Hours: M/Tu/Th 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Fri by appt. ~ most Sundays 9:00-11:30 AM

Music Director: 
John Douglas ~ jed805@gmail.com ~ 805.284.2082 

Bookkeeper: 
Janet Mocker ~ bookkeeper@liveoakgoleta.org

http://www.liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:revclouuc@gmail.com
mailto:irrevranne@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:jed805@gmail.com
mailto:bookkeeper@liveoakgoleta.org


For Your Holiday Enjoyment
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The Acorn
December 16, 2022

Our services are multi-platform: you may 
participate live in the Sanctuary at 820 North 
Fairview Avenue in Goleta or remotely on Zoom 
(Meeting ID: 991 200 709). To enjoy clear, 
uninterrupted service, you'll be muted when 
you enter Zoom at 9:50 a.m. If you join us by 
phone, kindly mute yourself. After the service 
you will have an opportunity to unmute for 
conversation and fellowship. Should you have a 
chalice with a candle nearby, please light it with 
us during the service.

Join us for Sunday Service
December 18 ~ 10:00 a.m.

Office Hours
Mon./Tues./Thurs. 11:00 am-2:00 pm

Fri. by appointment ~ most Sundays am

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010q3P0C7eCtWgUwIvN_HPn4cXbNMRjtiPsbwsUIlIwOWvUjiKWd0YFoxZT7xH_dSg0JJDPTdNIFdj1heQ2CvLjhIn9MFMk3Nwv-TkUAM9imjDpIw7MSV6IKPRgFfDZvFsbp-TCl4SiQXP8zb7f8pTww==&c=Zy6CtZPPa4IPaQ0Pq5fIemGAdXTxmyaKBpiJImHhktsyR63Lp8QIcg==&ch=3N3Icin8idXzxt6Q5hpsMpt46DcD-pv8xWfpdnEbUAZHBmveAV4Ovg==

