
The Acorn 

L ive  Oak Uni ta r ian Unive rsa l i s t  Congregat ion  

December 9 ,  2022 This Week’s Events  

and Meetings  

Sunday December 11 

10:00 AM  Worship Service H 

11:15 AM  Town Hall Mtg  H 

3:00 PM Adama Dance  FH 
 
Monday December 12 
9:00 AM  YOGA   V 
11:00 AM Website Ministry C 

 
Tuesday December 13 

9:00 AM  Yoga  V 
6:30 PM Worship Ministry V 

7:00 PM  Sangha  V 

 
Wednesday December 14 
9:00 AM  Yoga  V 
9:00 AM Acorn deadline 

6:30 PM Winter Contem-
plative H 
 
Thursday December 15 

9:00 AM Yoga V 
 
Friday  December 16 

9:00 AM  Yoga V 
10:30 AM  Hookers and 

Needlers V 
 

Saturday December 17 

10:00 AM Live Oak Choir S 
11:00 AM Tech Rehearsal H 

12:00 PM Amy Hagan Recital  

 
Sunday December 18 

10:00 AM  Worship Service H 

3:00 PM Adama Dance  S 
 
Artist:  Emily Page 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

COME TRIM THE 

LIVE OAK HOLIDAY 

TREE 

This Saturday Dec 10 

from 1:00 to 3:00 PM, 

is the trimming of the 

Live Oak Holiday 

Tree. Please join in 

the fun, bring the kids, 

friends and contribute 

to our holiday cheer. If 

you can't, we under-

stand but we are not 

responsible if you find 

coal in your stocking.  

This will be our first 

Holiday Season in 

person since 2019. 

Hope the season is 

making you happy 

this year. And hope to 

see you this Saturday. 

And thank you to  

Michael Wittman for  

facilitating this!  

Blessings!!  

Calm on the Listening Ear   

Rev. Maddie Sifantus  
In this time of year when every-
where we go the sounds of familiar 
carols are piped  into elevators, 
stores, and restaurants, we will  
consider the hymn sung in this sea-
son which was written by Unitarian 
minister Edmund Hamilton Sears: It 
Came Upon the Midnight Clear. 
What is this so-called angel song 
and who was the man who wrote 
it? Reverend Maddie Sifantus from 
the Santa Paula UU Congregation 
joins us at the Live Oak Sanctuary 
for this service. Welcome!! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
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Worship Service  12.11.22 

THE ACORN 

Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Goleta 

Order of Service               December 11, 2022 

Calm on the Listening Ear 

Worship Service by Rev. Maddie Sifantus 

Credits: John Douglas, Music Director; Live Oak Choir;  

A/V: Eric Schug; Tech support:  Megan Moyer;  Pastoral Care: Cecilia Ramirez 

 

Music for Gathering                                                     John Douglas  

 

Prelude ~ It Came Upon The Midnight Clear                      Rev. Maddie Sifantus 
Words by Edmund Hamilton Sears; music: Traditional English adapted by Arthur Sullivan 

 

Welcome Song ~ Gathered Here #389 
Words & Music: Traditional 

 

Welcome                                                  Kendra Wise

                    

Chalice Lighting                   
By Lindsay Bates 

To face the world's shadows, a chalice of light. 

To face the world's coldness, a chalice of warmth, 

To face the world's terrors, a chalice of courage. 

To face the world's turmoil, a chalice of peace. 

May its glow fill our spirits, our hearts, and our lives. 

 
Lighting of the Memorial Candle  

        

Call to Worship             

 

Opening Song ~ Building a New Way #1017 
Words & Music: Martha Sandefer 

 
Food Collection 

 

Message for All Ages  Story of a Carol                       Rev. Maddie Sifantus 

 

Song for All Ages~ Over the River and Through the Wood 
Words: Lydia Maria Child; Music: Unknown 

 
Sharing in Stewardship       

https://www.uua.org/offices/people/lindsay-bates


 

Live Oak Sunday Worship 
December 11, 2022  10:00 AM 

 https://zoom.us/j/991200709  

Meeting ID: 991 200 709  

Dial by your location  

        +1 253 215 8782 US  +1 301 715 8592 US  

Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/a3HkXnuGD 

Worship Service 12.11.22 
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Sharing of Joys and Sorrows        

 
Meditation 

 

Readings  Edmund Hamilton Sears     Rev. Maddie Sifantus

           

Sermon Hymn ~  Calm on the Listening Ear of Night   
Words: Edmund Hamilton Sears; Music: John Edgar Gould 

 

Sermon  Calm on the Listening Ear      Rev. Maddie Sifantus
              

Closing Song ~ It Came Upon the Midnight Clear #244 
Words: Edmund Hamilton Sears; Music, Richard Storrs Willis  

 

Extinguishing of the Memorial Candle                     Kendra Wise 

 

Benediction/ Chalice Extinguishing                     Kendra Wise

     

Postlude ~ Christmas Time, Time for Peace                Live Oak Choir 
Words & music: John Douglas 

 

Take a five minute break and then all are invited to re-gather for 

our congregational budget meeting.  

https://zoom.us/j/991200709
https://zoom.us/u/a3HkXnuGD
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 Upcoming Services 

December Services 

 

December 24 Saturday, 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Join us as we celebrate the season with our traditional service of joyous mu-

sic, stories, and families. 

 

 

December 25 Christmas Day Cluster Celebration 

Christmas morning there will not be a service at Live Oak, but we will be join-

ing online with other congregations in our cluster for a Christmas Day service. 

More information on links and times will be in the Acorn. 

 

 

January 1 Turning of the Year, Stone Communion 

In recognition of the New Year, we seek to lighten our load by setting aside 

those things we no longer need, and embracing that which we wish to treas-

ure. Bring a small stone to help build our altar.                   -Submitted by Drew Carter 

December 11                                           Angels in Our Midst   

Rev Anne Hines 

 

“Angels we have heard on high,” we sing with gusto — or hear sung — during 

this holiday season. But of course, we UUs don’t believe in angels, do we? Or 

is it that we just don’t recognize them? What might an angel look like? What-

might it have to say to us? 

                 - Submitted by Rev. Anne Hines 

December 14 | Wednesday 6:30 PM 

 

  Winter Contemplative Service  

 

All are welcome and invited to restore your spirit with this special evening 

gathering. This is a time for comfort, communal silence and reflection, can-

dlelight, and music. No Christmas carols – just good company, wise words,  

restorative silence, and beautiful music.  
               - Submitted by Drew Carter 
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NEW! Note from your Board of Trustees 
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22-20 Proposed Revised Budget-Board of Trustees 

Mediation Update 
The Board would like to express our heartfelt thanks for the congregation's 
patience, compassion and support as we searched for a mediator for Live 
Oak. We are pleased to announce that we have selected Lizzie Rodriguez 
as our mediator. Lizzie uses a restorative practices approach to help individu-
als and organizations reconcile and move forward together. She will meet 
with the Board before the holidays, and we will start mediation sessions with 
her as a congregation in January.  
 
We are still working out the details of the specific mediation and reconcilia-
tion process we will use at Live Oak, and will share as soon as we have more 
information. In the meantime, you may be interested in visiting Lizzie's busi-
ness website, Restorative Community Santa Barbara. 
 
We are grateful, hopeful, and eager to work with Lizzie to resolve our current 
challenges and build skills that will serve our congregation -- and ourselves -- 
well for years to come.  
 
Board Meets Twice a Month 

The Board continues to meet twice a month so that it can respond to the 

Congregation’s needs in a timely manner. Members are welcome to attend 

as observers, either in-person or on Zoom. Please contact Kendra Wise if you 

would like the Zoom link to observe the Board meeting.  
 

Site monitors needed 

Live Oak rents out its space to community groups and individuals for events 

ranging from music lessons to weddings (with a wide range in between!), 

and needs site monitors for events to make sure that our renters are support-

ed and the campus is maintained in beautiful condition. Monitors are trained 

by Live Oak and are paid for their time. If you are interested in being a site 

monitor for Live Oak, please let Steven Lovelace know. Thank you!   

Notice of Congregational Meeting on Sunday December 11, 2022. We will re-

view and request your approval of the proposed revised budget. The meet-

ing will begin at 11:15 am following the service and prior to the Town Hall. 

                                                                                        -Submitted by the Board of Trustees 

http://www.rcnsb.org/home.html
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Live Oak Photo Albums 

Event Promotion Committee at Live Oak 

Congratulations To Our Administrator-TO-BE!! 

 

One of the ways that Live Oak earns income is by renting out space on our 

campus to organizations and individuals for a variety of activities -- including 

music lessons, concerts, dance groups, yoga, weddings, and organizational 

meetings. This is a great way to share our beautiful campus with our commu-

nity while financially supporting Live Oak.  

 

However, folks can't rent our campus if they don't know what it has to offer. 

Kendra Wise has volunteered to organize a team that will promote Live Oak 

as a place for events, and is looking for a couple of other people who are in-

terested in joining her. Do you have ideas about how we can get the word 

out to the community about Live Oak? We will be engaging in traditional ad-

vertising (print and online), social media marketing (hashtags wizards need-

ed), photography (to showcase our gorgeous space), community collabora-

tions (targeted outreach), word-of-mouth promotion, branding, and custom-

er service / sales (responding to queries, offering tours, helping people meet 

their needs) -- along with whatever else we need to do to help position Live 

Oak as a wonderful and inclusive space for memorable events.  
 

This is going to be an exciting, fun, challenging opportunity to jump-start a 

critical aspect of Live Oak's business operations and learn in the process. If 

you are interested (or even just curious), let Kendra know!  

kendrawise@gmail.com  805.448.4321 (call or text)). Thank you!  
                                                                                         -Submitted by Kendra Wise 

Live Oak's Board  is pleased to announce that Melanie Jacobson has been 

hired to replace Steven Lovelace as he leaves us for the desert.  Melanie will 

be training with Steven during December and will be on the job in January, 

2023.  Exact dates to be determined soon! 

                                                                                                                          -Submitted by Megan Moyer 

  

You have seen photos from our history in the weekly Acorn for the last several 

months. That will cease. Instead I will display a photo album every Sunday of 

the month after service.  Each month you will be able to see a new one. We 

have a total of 13 stored in the Cottage. 

Come take a walk down memory lane.  
                                                                                                                          -Submitted by Wilma Seelye 

mailto:kendrawise@gmail.com
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 In Memoriam — Lyn Levine  

Social Justice Upcoming Activities 12.09.22 

 

December 12 - PFLAG monthly support meeting for LGBTQ+ people and their 

families, “Special Guest- Levin Fetzer, Life Story as Gender Experiment,” 7 pm, 

virtual. Click here to find info and register.  
- Submitted by Jan Ross 

Dear Ones, 

Rev. Carolyn and I are saddened to inform you of the death of Lyn Levine, 

who passed away Sunday after a lengthy illness. I did not have the pleasure 

of knowing Lyn, but I am hearing so many wonderful stories about her; I know 

she will be greatly missed. 

We don’t have any information yet as to when a celebration of Lyn’s life will 

be held, but as soon as we do, we will let you all know. 

In the meantime, let us all hold Lyn’s family and friends in our hearts. May 

your memories of her bring you comfort. 

In love and faith, 

Rev. Anne  

 

Dear Live Oak, 

Long time member Lyn Levine passed away Sunday evening. Her three 

daughters, Lauren-Miranda, Shari, and Janice, are very appreciative of the 

“mountains” of cards and letters, visits and help that Lyn has received over 

the years from Live Oak, Lyn's “church family.” On Sunday we will light a can-

dle in her honor. Lyn has requested that her 500-plus book collection com-

prising mostly psychology texts be donated to Planned Parenthood. Lyn will 

be deeply missed by all who knew her. 

Pat Johnson, Team Lyn 

 

http://www.pflagsantabarbara.org/monthly-meetings
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Assembly at Camp deBenneville Pines 
Save the weekendof April 21-23, 2023 to gather again, this time in SLO! 

 

A year ago, the Pacific Southwest District voted to merge into the Pacific 
Western Region.  We are currently in the midst of that transition process.  

During the merger transition, Camp de Benneville Pines, which serves the 
PSW’s 50 congregations, was asked to continue the annual tradition of hold-
ing an Assembly (which has coexisted with the Camp’s annual business meet-
ing for the past 60 years). Camp De Benneville graciously accepted.  Camp 
de Benneville Pines, which now stands as an independent entity, will continue 
the tradition of bringing our congregations together, annually, for a weekend 
of fellowship, informative workshops, dynamic discussion groups, keynote 
speaker, music, worship, youth bridging, community building activities and 
the Camp’s annual meeting.  

    

In the coming year the first annual Pacific Southwest Service Area Assembly 

(PSWSAA) sponsored by Camp de Benneville Pines is happening Friday even-

ing, April 21 to Sunday midday, April 23, 2023. It will be hosted by Unitarian Uni-

versalists San Luis Obispo and take place in beautiful San Luis Obispo, CA and 

virtually on Zoom. The theme for the 2023 PSWSAA is  “Living in Harmony with 

each Other and our Earth”.   

 

Attached is a Save the Date promotional flyer (both Video and .jpg) to use in 

your social media at your congregation. Start now to prepare your proposals 

for noteworthy workshops and plan to have your informational booth at the 

event. Workshop proposals will be solicited early in the new year and more in-

formation will follow.  Urgent questions can be directed to Janet James 

(Camp de Benneville Pines) at director@uucamp.org or Janet Murphy (PSWD 

President & Assembly Liaison) at dre.uuslo@gmail.com. We have a great deal 

to offer the Pacific Western Region, the UUA and the world! As the PSWSA we 

can still be loud & proud, so prepare to come to San Luis Obispo. Together, 

we can make the greatest impact in the wider world.    

                                                                               - Submitted by Janet Murphy, DRE SLO 

 

Click HERE for another worthwhile informational podcast from Dr. Poland of 

the Mayo Clinic about RSV, influenza and Covid recorded Nov. 28. Wishing 

you good health this winter season.  

mailto:director@uucamp.org
mailto:dre.uuslo@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/PktfHjA9AFc
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Deer Friends: OPEN HOUSE on the 18th 

Christmas Eve Service ~ Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

Come Trim the Tree This Saturday! 1:00-3:00 pm 

THE ACORN 

DEER FRIENDS! 

Polish your hooves! Drape your antlers with mistletoe! Get new batteries for 

your bright and shiny noses! Carolyn & Curt are planning a Holiday OPEN 

HOUSE for Sunday, December 18. Mosey over to the Encina Royale Club-

house, 250 Moreton Bay Lane, Goleta anytime from 4 - 8 PM. We'll have plen-

ty of snacky fodder to enjoy with Curt’s famous eggnog. 

Carolyn  650-400-4646  

Curt 650-400-9837 

Directions: From Encina Road, enter the complex at the main entrance, with 

a stop sign, tall palm trees and a guard shack. The parking lot is small, so you 

may need to park on the street.  Enter through the side door, by the arbor.      
   -Submitted by Carolyn Chaney and Curt Nehring 

This Saturday from 1:00 to 3:00 PM is the trimming of  

the Live Oak Holiday Tree. Please join in the fun, 

bring the kids, friends and contribute to our holiday 

cheer. If you can't, we understand but are not re-

sponsible if you find coal in your stocking.  

 

This will be our first Holiday Season in person since 

2019. Hope the season is making you happy this 

year. And hope to see you this Saturday. Blessings!!  

A note from the Pastoral Care Ministry: Christmas Eve Service donations go to 

the Minister’s Discretionary Fund. The fund is used to help congregants, at the 

minister’s discretion. 
- Submitted by Laurette Valentine 



   Live Oak  

Unitarian  

Universalist  

Congregation 

Live Oak  
Unitarian Universalist  

Congregation  
820 N. Fairview Ave. 

Goleta CA 93117 

www.liveoakgoleta.org 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Carolyn Price 
revclouuc@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Anne Hines 

irrevranne@gmail.com 

 
Office Hours 

Steven Lovelace 

Administrator 

administrator 

@liveoakgoleta.org  

805.967.7867  

Mon/Tues/Thurs 10-2 

Fri by appt.  

Most Sundays 9-11:30 
 

John Douglas,  

Music Director 

jed805@gmail.com  

805.284.2082  

 

Janet Mocker,  

Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper 

@liveoakgoleta.org 
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Live Oak  

December 

Birthdays 

Gail Hubbell   

12/9 

Paul Mocker    12/19   

Aletha Solter   

12/21 

Clacey Kahn  

12/23 

Craig Garvin  

12/31 

Frank Thompson   

12/31 

 

Photo Gallery 

TOP: It’s beginning to look 

a lot like…..Please join Mi-

chael and other Live 

Oakers in putting up the 

congregational Christmas 

Tree. This Saturday from 

1:00-3:00 PM.  

BOTTOM: Happy Birthday 

dear, dear Jeri. A group 

of Live Oakers gather at 

the Natural Café to eat, 

(some might drink) and 

be merry. We love you, 

Jeri, Happy Birthday with 

our  LOVE!!  

http://www.liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:revclouuc@gmail.com
mailto:irrevranne@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:administrator@liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:jed805@gmail.com
mailto:sbsurj@gmail.com
mailto:sbsurj@gmail.com
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You may be interested to know about... 

Santa Barbara 

Strings is a non-

profit organization 

offering training 

for musicians from 

ages 4 to 19 in 

string orchestras 

and chamber en-

sembles. Open to 

all students, our 

goal is to inspire 

life-long apprecia-

tion of classical 

music. This will be 

a fabulous & fun 

concert to  

attend.  

-Submitted byPaula 

Bagalio 
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For Your Holiday Consideration... 

You are invited to attend this concert which is sure 

to get you into the spirit of the season. Melanie sings 

with this ensemble and promises it will be beautiful! 
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