
The Acorn 

L ive  Oak Uni ta r ian Unive rsa l i s t  Congregat ion  

September 9,  2022 
This Week’s Events  

and Meetings  

Sunday September 11 

10:00 AM  Worship Service 
@Tuckers Grove H 
3:00 PM  Adama Dance  S 
 

Monday September 12 
9:00 AM  Yoga  V 
 

Tuesday September 13 

9:00 AM  Yoga  V 

6:30 PM Worship Ministry  V 

7:00 PM  Sangha  V 

 

Wednesday September 14 

9:00 AM  Yoga  V 
9:00 AM Acorn deadline 
2:30 PM Social Justice  V 
5:00 PM Committee on Minis-
try V 

6:45 PM SB Cactus & Succ.  S 

 

Thursday September 15 

9:00 AM  Yoga  V 
3:30 PM Rental-Sloane FH 
5:30 PM Covenant Group V 

 
Friday September 16 

9:00 AM  Yoga V 
10:30 AM  Hookers and 

Needlers V 
 
Saturday September 17 
11:00 AM Tech Rehearsal H 

 
Sunday September 18 

10:00 AM  Worship Service H 

11:15 AM Town Hall Meeting  
3:00 PM  Adama Dance  S 

 

ARTIST:  Warwick Goble 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
WATER  

COMMUNION 
 

Sept 11 @ 10:00  
 

This Sunday is our 

annual Water  

Communion.  

Please know that 

we WILL NOT be at 

Stow Grove Park, 

the park where 

we previously had 

our Water Com-

munion.  

 

We will meet at 10 

AM at TUCKER’S 

GROVE at Cathe-

dral Oaks and 

Turnpike.  We will 

be in Area 5, and 

there is seating. 

Make a RIGHT af-

ter you enter Tuck-

ers Grove, you will 

find us! Get there 

early for parking! 

 

If you are so in-

clined, bring your 

lunch and  we 

can hang out and 

enjoy our day for 

a bit.  

In-Gathering and 

Water Communion  

Live Oak Worship Team 

This year, our outdoor service will 

be held at Tucker's Grove Park. The 

service begins at 10:00 AM so 

please come early to find parking 

and a place to sit.  Please plan to 

stay for our social hour after the 

service and if you'd like to bring 

your own picnic lunch, please do.  

SEE YOU THERE!! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pc-6qrTwqH9WUfmrB_nZu0MWqJ8CyS3Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86278199291?pwd=WUh1MFJyVXNVOTIyQ1NmanJoSmNXQT09
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Worship Service  09.11.22 

THE ACORN 

Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

  Sunday September 11, 2022   

 Water Communion 

Tucker’s Grove Park 

A/V Support: Michael Wittman, Tech Support: Deb Rodgers 

 

Prelude ~  Água de Beber                    Teka Penteriche 
Music: Antônio Carlos Jobim; words: Vinicius de Moraes 

 

Welcome Song ~ Enter, Rejoice and Come In”#361 
Words & Music: Louise Ruspini 

 

Welcome         Megan Moyer, Worship Associate 

 

Chalice Lighting 

Thirsty, by Gregory Pelley 

And so we gather, from the ebb and flow of our lives 

Thirsty for connection to ourselves 

Thirsty for connection to others 

Thirsty for connection to the larger life. 

As we light this chalice 

May all who gather here be filled: 

Filled with joy and hope 

Filled with compassion and love 

Here, may we be filled 

So that we may pour ourselves out 

into the world. 

 

Call to Worship                            Kendra Wise 

 

Opening Song: ~ I’ve Got Peace Like a River #100 
Words & Music: Marvin Frey  

 

Food Offering 



Live Oak Sunday Worship 
September 11, 2022  10:00 AM 

 https://zoom.us/j/991200709  

Meeting ID: 991 200 709  

Dial by your location  

        +1 253 215 8782 US  +1 301 715 8592 US  
Find your local number: 

https://zoom.us/u/a3HkXnuGD 

Worship Service 09.11.22 
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Responsive Reading for Water Communion*                   Kendra 

 

Water Communion                        Kendra & Megan 
Words by Eric Cherry (Adapted) 

  

Musical Response ~ Down to the River to Pray       Live Oak Choir 
Music & words: traditional spiritual; arranged by Sheldon Curry 

 

Sharing in Stewardship            Megan Moyer 

 

Closing Song ~ Come, and Go with Me to That Land #1018 
African-American Spiritual, arrangement: Kenny Smith 

 

Benediction                                    Kendra 

 

Postlude ~ Águas de março       Teka Penteriche 
Words & music: Antônio Carlos Jobim 
 

*text of Responsive Reading on page 7 of this Acorn 

Please join us after service, both live and virtual, for social hour 
 

https://zoom.us/j/991200709
https://zoom.us/u/a3HkXnuGD
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 Upcoming Services 

Social Justice Upcoming Activities  09.09.22 

Social Justice Upcoming Activities 9/2/22 

 
1. September 12, PFLAG monthly support meeting for LGBTQ+ people and 

families, 7 pm virtual, for more info email pflagsantabarbara@gmail.com. 

 
2. September 15 4pm– 9 PM September 16- 25 times vary, look at website 

Home | Book Sale (ppcccbooksale.com) for times or call 805 722 7870, 

Planned Parenthood Booksale, Earl Warren Exhibit Hall, more details at 

website of California Central Coast Planned Parenthood. 

 

3. September 16, Café y Cultura, 7 pm zoom, Mexican Independence Day 

from a Decolonial Perspective hosted by Citlalli Citalamina Anahuac. Join 

at this link: Tinyurl.com/CafeyCultura21    

 

4. September 17, California Coastal Clean Up Day, check the CA Coastal 

Commission website for info,   https://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/

ccd.html                                                   

           -Submitted by Jan Ross

Ministerial Search-From Your Board 

September 18         Back to School  
Melanie Jacobson, S Krystal McCauley, and Thomas Hall  

It's that time of year. Live Oak members Melanie Jacobson, S Krystal 

McCauley, and Thomas Hall reflect on how we think about getting a start on 

a new school year.  
                                                                                                                            -Submitted by Drew Carter 

Hello Dear Live Oakers.   

We want to keep you updated as we are working on our ministerial search.  

A search team has been formed and our members are Megan Moyer, Ken-

dra Wise and Jim Wells.  Our team has completed and submitted one appli-

cation for a short-term minister and are personally contacting several local 

UU ministers who are either retired,have some availability or are in their own 

transitions for individual conversations.  We hope to bring you positive news 

about our progress as often as possible. 

 

Keeping the Faith - Your Board of Trustees 

mailto:pflagsantabarbara@gmail.com.
https://www.ppcccbooksale.com/
Tinyurl.com/CafeyCultura21
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/ccd.html
https://www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/ccd.html


http://www.ppcccbooksale.com
mailto:pat.johnson1883@gmail.com
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A Message from Pastoral Care 

During this transitional time at Live Oak, the Pastoral Care Ministry is also go-

ing through major changes.  Instead of checking in with specific members of 

the congregation, Priscilla Marchus, Cecilia Ramirez and Wilma Seelye are 

available to take your calls if you have a pastoral care concern. 

 

As the board works on hiring an interim minister and then a settled minister, 

Priscilla, Cecilia and Wilma will be loving and compassionate conduits be-

tween the minister, the board and the congregation. 

 

If you have an illness or death in the family and need assistance, please con-

tact one of them.  If you need someone to listen, please feel free to call one 

of them.   Their contact information is in the Directory on the website in the 

Members Only section under Member Dashboard. 

 

A Message from the Coordinating Team 

Live Oak is really busy right now, for better or worse, we are definitely moving 

and shaking as we move into the school year.  

We would like to give high praise and gratitude to Kristin Ingalls and Peter 

Haslund, and all those who contributed to the reimagining of the bathrooms 

in the Farmhouse. They are just beautiful and are perfect for our upcoming 

wedding and any events that require bathrooms (like all of them). Thank you 

for your attention to our sweet home.  

Also, big appreciations to Marie Arnold and Sue Smiley for taking on the 

Acorn for Steven’s two week vacation, and kudos to Michael Wittman for 

supporting them.  

Love to those who go beyond the call of duty. XOXO 

From the Coordinating Team 
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Message from the Board of Trustees-2  
summarize themes that arose in the Listening Circles. The goal is to see, col-

lectively, what was shared at the Listening Circles and to use that information 

to help guide our future congregational work.  

 

Our Listening Circles are a first, critical step for our congregation. It is im-

portant that the Listening Circle Process is allowed to be completed – for all 

those who have signed up to be heard -- before we take our next steps as a 

congregation. As your elected Board of Trustees, it is our responsibility to 

make sure that we have a single, transparent process that our congregation 

can participate in. It is our responsibility to ensure that we move through this 

process deliberately, diligently, openly, and in accordance with our princi-

ples. 

 

It takes time to create a measured, meaningful, intentional path forward. We 

ask for your patience, your trust, and your continued participation in the uni-

fied, open and organized process that the Board is leading. We will provide 

regular updates so everyone understands where we are in the process, 

where we are heading, and the ways that every person who desires it can 

be involved. There will be more opportunities for meaningful input into this 

process.  

 

We know that there is uncertainty in our congregation at this time – uncer-

tainty about what happened, uncertainty about what will happen, uncer-

tainty about how it will happen. It is hard to have a foundation of our lives – 

our faith community – be a place of uncertainty. As a Board, we 

acknowledge that this uncertainty exists and that it is unsettling. We also 

know that we have the principles and tenets of our faith to guide our ac-

tions. More importantly, we have each other.  

 

If you have questions, concerns, or other thoughts to share, you may contact 

any Board member directly. 

   

With appreciation, respect, and hope,  

The Live Oak Board of Trustees: Hal Hill, Megan Moyer, Wendy Morgan, Ron 

Kronenberg, Mary Johnson, Larry Bishop, and Kendra Wise 
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New York Times-Pastors Burning Out-Pt. 2 of 3 
READERS:  This article has been passed around on Beagle-Ears, and Paul 

Mocker and myself talked about including this in the Acorn and how, being so 

lengthy. The article has been divided up into 3 parts, and will run one week 

each. Written by Tish Harrison Warren in the New York Times.  

Installment 1 in last week’s Acorn 9-02-22 

 

David Leonhardt has made the point that while there are those who irrationally 

deny the severity of Covid, there are also those who are low risk and vaccinat-

ed but remain irrationally afraid of Covid. In all likelihood, in average-size con-

gregations in America there are both sets of people and everything in be-

tween. The pandemic became politicized, and this has made any policy 

about masking, social distancing and other safety measures extremely fraught 

and likely to cause controversy and anger in a church. 

 

Church leaders sought to protect older and immunocompromised people. But 

they also needed to be sensitive to the needs of the hearing-impaired, who 

were isolated by the use of masks. Then there were those with mental health 

struggles and depression, and those who live alone, who were particularly 

hard hit by the isolation of the pandemic. Then there were children with their 

social and spiritual needs, who had similar struggles with online church as they 

had with online school, and who sometimes also had difficulty keeping on their 

masks when churches met in person. Then there were congregants with cogni-

tive impairment or dementia, who had difficulty understanding and were often 

frustrated by health protocols that changed month by month or week by 

week. Then there were those in the congregation who didn’t have access to 

reliable high-speed internet. There were those with certain intellectual disabili-

ties that made meeting online impossible. They felt abandoned when the 

church went online. Others with specific health needs felt abandoned when 

the church met in person again. How were pastors supposed to address all of 

these conflicting needs? 

A pastor in Indiana told me that no one in her church denied the importance 

of Covid precautions, but the new demands that the pandemic placed on 

her contributed to a sense of burnout. 

“I never got tired of pastoring or thinking about Scripture and preaching,” she 

said. “I just started associating ministry with having to learn new computer pro-

grams and having embarrassing, anxious moments around technology.” She 

continued, “Over time pastoral ministry started to seem like a total absurdity. 

The world around me was on fire and I was stuck in an empty church building 

figuring out Zoom.” A Catholic priest near Pittsburgh said that, being young, he 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/25/briefing/covid-behavior-vaccinated-unvaccinated.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/05/briefing/school-closures-covid-learning-loss.html
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Water and Art are Sacred 

PAGE 11 

felt inexperienced even before the pandemic hit, so when it did, he felt ut-

terly alone and inadequate. “About two months into the pandemic, I was 

fairly certain I was going to leave the priesthood,” he told me. “My anxiety 

and depression were crippling. I had trouble getting out of bed. There was 

no joy in the celebration of the Eucharist or the preaching of the Gospel. But 

I also was terrified of picking up the phone to call anyone at the diocese.” 

Continued next week….                                                     -Submitted by Paul Mocker 

As long as there have been gatherings and ceremony, water has been in-

cluded in that list of things humankind sees as “sacred”. One of the best fea-

tures of Unitarian Universalism is its dedication to the sacred and life affirm-

ing. The Water Communion is one of the high points of the UU year IMHO. 

You all might have figured out that at least once a week, I am looking at art 

to grace our newsletter, and not all themes give such a vast body of inspira-

tion in the same way water does. The pieces below that I wanted to share 

with you all are by Catherine Roberts and I love them both. Thank you. 

-Steven 



https://www.facebook.com/groups/22087600004
https://www.earthandthegreatsea.blogspot.com
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   Live Oak  

Unitarian  

Universalist  

Congregation 

Live Oak  

Staff  

Office Hours 

Steven Lovelace 

Administrator 

administrator 

@liveoakgoleta.org  

805.967.7867  

Mon/Tues/Thurs 10-2 

Fri by appt.  

Most Sundays 9-11:30 
 

John Douglas,  

Music Director 

jed805@gmail.com  

805.284.2082  

 

Janet Mocker,  

Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper 

@liveoakgoleta.org 

  

Steven Lovelace,  

Director of  

Religious Exploration 

dresteven 

@liveoakgoleta. 

org 

805.967.7867 

by appointment 
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Live Oak  

September  

Birthdays 

Sandra Martin  

9/11 

JJ Kahn  

9/13 

Melanie Jacobson 

9/20 

Ron Kronenberg  

9/20 

Sylvia Sullivan  

9/20 

Holly Drayton  

9/21 

Ellen Hamilton    

9/21 

Mary Ann Kaestner 

9/22 

Jonathan Young  

9/29 

Photo Gallery 

THE ACORN 

TOP: A beautiful perspective of our final Friday Beach 

Picnic of the season. Photo shot with love by Michael 

BOTTOM: As many of you know, Michael also volun-

teers at the SB Botanical Gardens and shares this shot 

of an Acmon Blue butterfly.  Sublime. 

ABOVE:  Including the banner for our retreat 

center, Camp deBenneville Pines. In case 

you didn’t know, there is a fire not far away 

AGAIN. It’s still a ways but fire, being what it 

is,  is a scary force to deal with. Prayers…. 

mailto:administrator@liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:administrator@liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:jed805@gmail.com
mailto:sbsurj@gmail.com
mailto:sbsurj@gmail.com
mailto:dresteven@liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:dresteven@liveoakgoleta.org
mailto:dresteven@liveoakgoleta.org

